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Reading Spine

Curriculum Reading Lessons

Reading for Pleasure

–

The will influences the skill and vice versa (OECD, 2004)
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Reading Strategies

Pupils given 
opportunities to 
think about 
what they 
already know 
about a topic 
and make links. 

Pupils use 
retrieval 
activities to 
reflect on 
previous days 
reading. 

New words 
given before 
pupils read 
chunks of text 
to help 
understanding. 
This includes 
tier 2 and 3 
vocabulary.
Pupils clarify 
vocabulary and 
out into 
context.  

Pupils use phonics 
strategies to explore 
words (sound out, 
find sounds, rhyming 
words,  syllables, 
root words, prefix, 
you say – I say, )

Predict what 
might happen in 
the text, look at 
titles and any 
patterns 
without close 
reading

Fluent reading 
is modelled by 
class teacher. 
Focus on pace, 
flow and 
prosody. 

Pupils practice 
this with 
reading partner 
(strong and 
weak reading 
paired)

Pupils read 
short 
meaningful 
passage of text. 
This helps to aid 
fluency. 

Teachers read a 
sentences then 
class reads it. 
Choral reading 
is also used 
where everyone 
reads a section 
in unison. 

Teachers 
question pupils 
to explore 
understanding 
of text. 

Teachers model 
answering 
questions by 
thinking aloud. 

Pupils given the 
chance to 
generate their 
own questions 
about a text or 
any words they 
don’t 
understand. 

Class 
discussions 
about a text 
provide clarity. 

Pupils extract 
the key 
information into 
short 
manageable 
chunks. 

Pupils make 
inferences and 
connections 
using their 
wider 
knowledge. 

Time is given for 
structured 
reflection and 
retrieval to help 
pupils reflect on 
what they now 
know after 
reading and can 
retrieve from 
the text. 
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Phonics

DFE guidance



Library Visits

DFE summary 



Reading Environments

DFE Guidance 

Social reading sets 

Forward 
facing 
shelves

Inspiring displays Every staff 
member is a 
reader



Cultural Book Week

As part of our Reading Curriculum, we have termly cultural book weeks. This 

gives pupils the opportunity to see themselves in books. Staff carefully select 

books to celebrate diversity around the world. 
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Parent Comments
Alayna came home last week and was so pleased to tell me 
that they were reading a book called The Proudest Blue and 
that the character is a Muslim girl who wears the hijab.

I won't lie I was very pleased to hear this and seeing Alayna's 
excitement made me even happier as whilst she won't 
necessarily shy away from her religion there isn't always an 
opportunity to be so open.

There can be situations whereby even adults don't understand 
our beliefs and/or the terminology. By reading such books it 
opens up dialogue and allows the children to gain an 
understanding from a young age.

It is much appreciated. If there is ever anything that the school 
would like to discuss I would be more than happy to help.

Thank you

Niqash Ahmed
Mum of Alayna Ahmed



In our Books….


